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Message from Councilman Joe Irlbeck 
 

With the arrival of Spring, I figured I would talk a little bit about the Templeton 
ball field.  There is a lot of uncertainty (Covid-19), but God-willing there will be 
activity this spring and summer at the ball field.  There are plans in the works 
to continue to fulfill the Timmerman grant obligations.  Along with the new 
grandstand bleachers that were installed last year, roofs for the dugouts are 
currently in the works.  We will most likely be looking for volunteers to help 
build and install them sometime this summer. 
 
We have also been approached by the Felix and Loraine Irlbeck family wanting 
to donate a flagpole along with a plaque for the ball field.  Once the weather 
turns warmer, we will find the best location to install the flagpole.  I think it 
would be a welcome sight and great addition to the ball field. 
 
Tentatively scheduled in April, unless cancelled due to Covid-19, a couple  
members of the TCBA will be attending a meeting in Carroll in hopes of        
securing another slow-pitch tournament this summer.  The past few years 
have been a great success and the community support of them has been     
tremendous!  I would like to use this platform to personally thank everyone in 
the community for their support of these slow-pitch tournaments.  It’s great to 
see the ball field getting used for many events.   
 
Lastly, by the looks of how many kids are signed up for t-ball thus far, we will 
need to field two teams.  There will be a need for another coach and anyone 
that is willing to help the coaches out as well.  All and any help is  greatly     
appreciated! If anyone is interested, please contact Lindsey Irlbeck at            
712-790-0786.  It looks like we will fall just short of fielding a pee-wee team.  
Maybe next year! 

Thank you again for your support and I hope to see you this summer at the 
Templeton ball field! 

      Sincerely, 

      Councilman Joe Irlbeck 

     Templeton News 

 

Automatic Payment Plan 
 

Sign up for automatic bill payment plan—have your City utility payments     
automatically deducted from your bank account on a monthly basis.  Call or 
stop by City Hall to sign up if interested. 



 

Sanitary Sewer Outfall Rehabilitation Project 
 
The city of Templeton hired Veenstra & Kimm, Inc., an engineering firm from West Des Moines, Iowa, to evaluate our  
sanitary sewer outfall which is located south of 5th Street to the lagoons.  The contract between the city of Templeton 
and Veenstra & Kimm included preliminary design considerations, estimated costs and methods of financing any      
recommended improvements.  Templeton’s existing sanitary sewer outfall consists of approximately 5,272 feet of         
8-inch through 10-inch diameter gravity sewer mains.  The gravity sewer mains are primarily vitrified clay pipe.  The 
sanitary sewer outfall includes 14 manholes.   
 
The following information is from Veenstra & Kimm’s engineering studies and analysis of Templeton’s sanitary sewer 
outfall. 
 
Infiltration and Inflow - Templeton’s sanitary sewer outfall has been subject to significant infiltration and inflow.       
The infiltration and inflow enters the sanitary sewer outfall through various components of the collection system such 
as leaking sewer pipe joints and manhole joints.  The Iowa Department of Natural Resources noted severe overloading 
at the City’s wastewater treatment facility during their routine inspection performed on October 21, 2019.   
 
Television Inspections - Sewer televising was conducted by Central Iowa Televising in 2017 on the sanitary sewer 
outfall to determine where there was infiltration and inflow into the manholes and mains. 
 
Sanitary sewer mains can have inflow from service connections and infiltration from joints, cracks in the pipe, and    
broken and crushed sections of pipe.  Sewer televising is used to determine the location of infiltration and inflow and 
the best possible corrective measure to reduce infiltration and inflow in the sanitary sewer mains.   
 
Television inspections show areas of pipe with infiltration scale and roots growing through the pipe joints.  Infiltration 
scale and the presence of roots at joints are signs that ground water is infiltrating into the sanitary sewer system.  
Roots growing in the joints block flow and can damage the pipe, creating backups in the system.  Where there are roots 
growing in the pipe joints, there are usually roots growing in the services of that pipe run.  Roots in the services cause 
service backups and when severe can damage the pipe and cause mainline backups.   
 
Some sanitary sewer pipe runs have been shown to have structural damage that could be caused by roots, traffic   
loading, the freeze/thaw cycle, improper pipe installation and service connections, and manufacturing defects.   
 
Existing Wastewater Flows - The Iowa Department of Natural Resources noted severe overloading at the City’s 
wastewater treatment facility during their routine inspection performed on October 21, 2019.   
 
Rehabilitation Methods - Stormwater, snowmelt, and groundwater may be found to be inflowing and infiltrating into 
the sanitary sewer system in a multitude of ways.  Inflow can be found to be from manhole casting lids and offset   
manhole castings.  Infiltration can be caused by leaky pipe joints, cracked and broken pipe sections, pipe to manhole 
connections, manhole joints, manhole section lift holes, and broken and missing chimney sections. 
 
Veenstra & Kimm’s recommendation is lining of the sanitary sewer outfall in the fall of 2020 or after harvest.   
 
Sanitary Sewer Pipe – Cured-in-place lining can be used to stop infiltration from joints and cracks in pipes.  The lining is 
also designed to be a structural substitute for pipe that is deteriorated to the point where it is no longer able to      
maintain shape, but is still circular in shape.  Cured-in-place pipe involves a fabric-type tube that is saturated with a  
resin.  The tube can be pulled through the pipe or inverted into the pipe using water or air pressure.  The resin is cured 
with heat from recirculating water or steam in the tube.  This method is generally recommended for sewer reaches 
with significant damage along the entire reach, but with pipe still circular in shape.  The cured-in-place method does 
not  result in a large loss of diameter in the pipe.   
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbsbproduction.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fportals%2F8284%2Fimages%2Ft-ball-ages-56-and-7-piscatawaynj-org-uopjf0.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southgll.org%2FDefault.aspx%3Ftabid%3D886207&docid=lYoHu4DRNcEmIM&tb


Templeton Public Works 

 
 

Summary – The sanitary sewer system is designed to handle wastewater flows and therefore has reduced capacity 
when stormwater flow is contributing to the system flows.  The water level in the sanitary sewer system is elevated 
above normal during rainfall events due to inflow and infiltration in the system.  The elevated water levels can cause 
service back-ups and sanitary sewer overflows. 
 
The rehabilitation methods described in the preceding paragraphs will reduce excess flow in the sanitary sewer system 
from stormwater and groundwater inflow and infiltration.  The extent of the flow reduction is unknown.  Groundwater 
infiltration in a collection system lowers the groundwater level.  When the infiltration routes are sealed, the       
groundwater levels are raised and the groundwater may find routes into the system that were previously thought to be 
free of leaks. 
 
The recommended improvements will not be able to remove all the inflow and infiltration from the sanitary sewer  
system, but are intended to work in conjunction with current improvement projects and improvements in future    
phases to prevent future sanitary sewer overflows.   
 
Recommendations – Cured-in-place lining is recommended for the sanitary sewer outfall in the fall of 2020 or after 
harvest. 
 
Construction Cost Estimate  

 
 
Socio-Economic Factors – the recommended improvements will result in a positive impact on Templeton’s economy.  
The city of Templeton will be able to market itself as having complied with water quality management objectives in 
order to seek new investment in the area.  New firms attracted to the area will create new jobs as well as increase the 
tax base.  The community will also benefit from employment opportunities directly associated with construction of the 
wastewater collection system improvements.  Housing sales in the affected area will increase due to the elimination of 
potential service backups.   
 
Negative impacts associated with the recommended improvements will be the costs to the sewer users.  Sewer fees 
per household will increase; however, by maximizing the use of the existing treatment facility, the costs will be         
reduced.  The last sewer rate increase was in 2010.   
 
Financing of Improvements – The City will pursue a State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan to finance the proposed sanitary 
sewer rehabilitation.  This fund is operated by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Iowa Finance        
Authority and provides low interest loans for financing improvements to wastewater facilities.  The loan takes the form 
of a revenue bond or a general obligation bond issued by the City and purchased by the Iowa Finance Authority.       
The interest rate has been running at approximately 1.75%.  There is a 0.5% loan initiation fee and a 0.25% annual loan 
servicing fee. 
 

 

Item Description Unit Estimated Quantity Unit Price Extended Price 

1 Mobilization LS xxx $ 10,000.00 $  10,000.00 

2   8” Cured-in-Place Pipe Lined Sewer LF 3,692 $        32.00 $118,144.00 

3 10” Cured-in-Place Pipe Lined Sewer LF 1,580 $        35.00 $  55,300.00 

Subtotal $183,444.00 

Contingency $  27,656.00 

Engineering $  13,600.00 

Legal & Administrative $    5,300.00 

TOTAL $230,000.00 



Take the 2020 Census Today   
Your Response Does Matter 

 

Beginning in March 2020, all households will receive a 
mailing from the U.S. Census Bureau asking them to take 
the census.  When mentioning the Census, many people 
are quick to respond with negative comments and      
believe the information provided to them will come back 

to impact them in a harmful way or it is simply a breach of personal privacy.  But actually, non-participates are hurting 
themselves and the Templeton community by not taking the time to complete the census.   
 

Why the Census Matters to Municipalities:  
• An accurate census helps ensure fair representation at all levels of government.  The primary purpose of the   

census every ten years is to determine how many congressional representatives each state will have for the next 
decade and to ensure equal representation in the redistricting process.  Congressional districts and the boundaries 
of your local district are determined by census numbers.   

 

• The census directly impacts the funding your municipality will receive over the next decade.  Population counts 
and statistics obtained from the census every ten years, will determine the allocation of $675 billion in federal   
investments across states, counties, and municipalities.   

 

• The census provides the most reliable and complete data for research, decision making and planning for both 
the public and private sectors.  Academic institutions, medical facilities, businesses of all sizes and all levels of  
government rely on census data to inform their research, decision making and planning.  The census every ten 
years only asks a few questions but with the data collected it produces a benchmark for most other current statics 
that help us gain a deeper insight into our communities.   

 

2020 is the first year you can complete the census online at https://2020census.gov, using a computer, tablet or 
smartphone.  All online submissions are secured through multiple layers of encryptions.  People also may respond by 
phone or by using the paper form you return through the mail.   The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that completing 
the questionnaire will take 10 minutes on the average.  One person living in the household can complete the survey 
for everyone.  If you don’t complete the form, you may receive an in-person visit from a census taker, who will ask you 
the questions from the form.   
 

The Census Bureau will never ask for your Social Security number, bank or credit card account numbers, money or   
donations, or anything on behalf of a political party.  Your personal data is protected by law and cannot be shared   
outside of the Census Bureau.   By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s response with anyone, including 
other federal agencies and law enforcement entities.    
 

Please complete the 2020 census today.  It’s 10 questions, in 10 minutes.   

 

Burn Site Update 
 

• The city of Templeton is planning on installing 4 overhead doors on the burn site building this year.  
 

• R.W. Concrete will be cleaning up and hauling away the concrete pile this spring/summer.    
 

• Reminder—please do not place your tree branches in the compost pile.  As you can imagine, its not a very pleasant   
job digging them out before the compost pile is land applied. 

 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/promo-print-materials.html


 
 

We’re so thankful for all the donations so far! 
 Since July of 2018 we have raised just over $38,383. These funds have come from grants,         
fundraisers, and private donations. We especially would like to thank the TCBA for their generous          
donation in 2018 of $10,000 and their future donation of another $10,000 contribution this coming year. 
Thank you all for supporting this project! 
 

Where’s all the money gone so far? 
          So far we have used $29,547 of these funds to tear out the outdated tennis courts, completed dirt 
work, poured a full concrete basketball court with two adjustable hoops, replaced and extended the 
cracked concrete pad under the shelter house canopy, and fixed drainage issues on the shelter house.     
We would also like to thank the Templeton Telephone Company and the Alvin & Rita Ferneding family 
who have generously donated two new concrete picnic tables under the shelter house canopy that will  
provide additional seating for families enjoying the park and shelter house. These should be arriving by 
the end of Spring! The city has also paid for shelter house drainage supplies, grass seeding, landscaping, 

street light sandblasting, painting, and installation totaling $3,755.  
 

What is there left to do? 
Our final goal for the Park Improvement Project is to raise another $10,000 to be able to purchase some         

additional playground equipment. A similar structure like the current one would cost around $25,000. There will also be 
a few additional costs that come with this last phase in addition to the equipment. Landscaping will need to be completed 
in and around the structures; this will include dirt work, pea gravel, flowers, and a sidewalk to connect the shelter house 
to the sidewalk on the east side of the park. The city has offered to help with some of these projects following the      
purchase of equipment. We plan on placing the additional equipment straight north of the existing playground. Please 
know that Park Board members have continuously been applying for grants.  Some have been successful and some have 
recently not provided funding.  

 

How can you help? 
 We know that $10,000 seems like a lot of money but if we all work         
together in support of our small community we can easily accomplish this goal.  
 

Here’s a breakdown of our goal: 
 

$10,000 is equivalent to . . .  200 - $50 donations  
$10,000 is equivalent to . . .  100 - $100 donations  
 
*Photo shown is not an exact photo of equipment being purchased. Just provided to give an example of what 
$25,000 worth of equipment looks like. 

 
 

 
We’re almost there! 

THANK YOU so much for all of your support thus far. Our community has worked hard to accomplish so much 
for our park already. We have made some much needed improvements in such a short amount of time that will         
drastically improve the safety and enjoyment at the park for years to come! We know the Templeton community has 
continued to support our fundraisers and we as the board greatly appreciate everyone’s efforts!  

 

With that being said, we can see the light at the end of the tunnel. Please consider making a donation to our Park 
Improvement Project. Any support in any dollar amount, large or small, will help us reach our goal! You can easily   
return your donation in the night deposit box at City Hall or mail to PO Box #106, Templeton, Iowa 51463. If you have        
additional questions, please feel free to contact a member of the Park Board. 
 

*Please make checks payable to: “City of Templeton” with “Park Fund” listed in the memo.  
 

Templeton Park Board 
Hannah Warner, Rhonda Schwaller, Dale Prebeck, Chad Morrow, and Emily Drees 

TEMPLETON PARK BOARD UPDATE 
 

Have you been curious about the Park Improvement Project?  
 

Hopefully this letter will give you a little better insight.  



Little Free Library 
Take a Book—Return a  Book 

 

Don’t forget about Templeton’s Little Free Library located on the North 
side of City Hall.  The Little Free Library is a free book-sharing box 
where anyone may take a book or share a book. The more the merrier! 
If you take a book (or two) from the Library, you do not need to return 
that exact book. However, in order to keep the Little Free Library full 
of good choices for the whole community, the next time you swing by 
the Library bring a few books to share. The Little Free Library is unique 
in that people are sharing some of their favorite books with the     
community. 
 

Reading is important because it develops our thoughts, gives us endless knowledge and lessons to read while keeping 
our minds active. Reading books can help us learn, understand and makes us smarter. Not to mention the knowledge, 
vocabulary expansion and thinking skills we develop.                         Take a Book—Return a Book.   
 
The city of Templeton would like to thank Therese Schlichte for volunteering her time for maintaining the Little Free 
Library for the community. 

 Templeton Center News 
 

Becky Sporrer—the city of Templeton is proud to announce in late 2019, Becky Sporrer         
accepted the manager’s position at the Templeton Center. Becky has been employed by 
the Templeton Center since 2018 as a part-time bartender.  Becky has been working with 
Peg Weitl the last few months to transition into her new role.   
 
Becky and her husband Gary, reside on a farm southeast of Templeton.  Becky can be 
reached at 844-669-3343 or email tcmanager@outlook.com 
 
Peg Weitl—in late 2019, Peg stepped down from her position as manager of                      
the Templeton Center. Peg stated she would like to spend more time with her                   
grandkids.   Just in the last month, Peg and her husband Dan, became the grandparents of 
two new grandchildren.  Congratulations!  Peg is still going to remain on staff and is willing 
to help Becky with weddings and other events as needed.    

  
         Peg commented:  “I have thoroughly enjoyed my time working with amazing clients and am 
so grateful for the opportunity to share in these special occasions and events.”   
  
 

 

The city of Templeton would 
like to thank the residents who 
responded to the City’s request 
to trim their tree branches that 
were hanging low over streets 
and sidewalks.      
               

                             Your cooperation was greatly appreciated!   

City Code 
Operation of Golf Carts on 

 City Streets 
 

Requirements 
Valid Driver’s License 

Slow-Moving Vehicle Sign 
Bicycle Safety Flag 



 

Templeton Community Fire Department 
 
In 2019, the Templeton Community Fire Department decided to replace its 1994 Chevrolet Quick Attack vehicle based 
on the its age, overall condition, and  reliability.  The Templeton Community Fire Department is proud to announce it 
has ordered a Feld Fire Custom 2020 Dodge 5500 Crew Cab Quick Attack vehicle equipped to haul 300 gallons of      
water.  Delivery of the new truck is expected this summer.  The Templeton Community Fire Department would like to 
thank the Templeton community for its donations to the department which enables them to continue to update its   
equipment and training of its volunteer fire fighters.   
 

 
 
Fire Chief Duane Irlbeck reported      
members of the fire department have 
been busy this winter working on         
improvements in the old fire station.    
Improvements include the replacement 
of two walk-in doors and the heating   
system, insulating and putting steel on 
the sidewalls, and new stairs to the     
second floor.   
 
 

Fire Chief Duane Irlbeck and Assistant Fire Chief Jerry Behrens are requesting landowners to contact them as soon      
as possible if you are planning on having your CRP ground burned.  They can be reached at 712-669-3608.     

Drainage  
Obstruction 

 

Templeton residents are reminded that raking of yard 
waste, blowing of grass clippings or leaves into the gutter 
or street is prohibited as per Code of Iowa, Section 716.1.  
Why?  Yard waste can block storm water drains,            
resulting in water 
backups and localized 
street flooding in the 
event of heavy rainfall 
or  snow melt. The  
City is requesting   the 
community’s coopera-
tion with alleviating 
problems with plugged 
storm water drains.   

 
We all need to take a minute from our busy lives to appreciate the gifts we have been 
given.  Templeton has been blessed in many ways.  The citizens of Templeton are very 
special.  The city of Templeton appreciates all the volunteer hours that so many of you 
give to the community.  One of the better-known benefits of volunteering is the impact it 
has on the community.  Your hard work and commitment generates a wonderful       
community spirit and enables us to accomplish great things.   
 

Thank you! 

Old Fire Station  View of  
Improvements 

in Progress  
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