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Streetscape Project 
 

This fall, a committee was started to look at improvements to the 
“streetscape” on Main Street and several other areas in Templeton. The 
Streetscape committee includes business owners and representatives from the  
Templeton Area Development Corporation and the City. The committee is 
working with Nilles Associates, a civil engineering firm from Ankeny, Iowa to 
develop a master plan for future improvements. The project will specifically 
include a topographic survey and base map to determine a starting point for a 
concept plan that will include street improvements, sidewalks, lighting, and 
aesthetic enhancements. Templeton has seen significant growth in the past 
five years with major investments by the community and private businesses 
that have resulted in increased traffic to the community. Some of these include 
the Templeton Center, (meeting and banquet facility), Madame Mary (Main 
Street business and beverage tasting room), the Still Bar and Restaurant, 
Klocke Custom Cabinets, Waspy’s, Dream Catcher Boutique (retail shop), and 
Templeton Rye Distillery, which will include a museum and visitor center when 
completed in 2018.  The City has been progressive in encouraging continued 
growth and development, and improvements to the most highly traveled     
corridors in the City is a continuation of this attitude.  It is the goal of the City 
and its partners on this project to increase the promotion of Templeton as a 
tourist and retail destination. The Streetscape committee is working on        
securing a grant and other funding for the project, which will likely be phased 
over several years.     

 

Welcome City Council Member 
Kelli Morrow 

 

It is the city of Templeton’s pleasure to welcome 
the newest Council Member, Kelli Morrow, to the 
Templeton City Council. Kelli and her husband, 
Chad have been married for almost 4 years. They 
have three daughters, Kierstin, Taylor and Kori.   
Kelli stated, “Serving on the city council offers me 
the chance to give something back to my commu-
nity and make a difference for the people of this 
great town.” 
 

We wish her all the best in her new role. 
 



 

Message from Templeton Rye 
 

The town of Templeton, Iowa, has a unique and storied history, and we 
would like your help to preserve this history for future generations. The  
upcoming expansion of the Templeton Rye Distillery will give us the 
opportunity to showcase the history and heritage of Templeton residents 
within the newly renovated Visitor's Center.  We need your help telling the 
story of how Templeton Rye became one of the nation’s most highly sought 
after spirits.  As the creative team plans an authentic distillery and Visitor’s 
Center experience, we would like to include the most important stories and 
items for visitors to appreciate and remember.   
 
We are looking for artifacts, photographs, film footage and any general 
information that would help tell the story of everyday life in Templeton 
during Prohibition. This memorabilia will be showcased in exhibits 
throughout the Visitor’s Center and distillery complex.  Any family that    
participates will be publicly acknowledged. Once again, this is about telling 
your story.   
 
We invite you to an open house where you can drop off items for review. 
Join us at the Madame Mary’s (White Elephant building, 123 S. Main St, 
Templeton, Iowa) on Friday, January 12th from 3 to 6 p.m.  We will provide 
snacks and hot cider along with updates about the distillery expansion. 
Please join us at the Still Bar afterwards for a Templeton Rye Bootleggers 
Happy Hour and a complementary Templeton Rye cocktail.   

 
We are looking for these types of items:  

 Vintage copper stills. Related equipment and tools. Items Bootleggers would have used for selling, storing, and 

distributing whiskey.  (glass bottles, crocks, jugs, barrels, etc.) 

 Period correct (smaller) farming tools and equipment.  Rye sickle, hand cranked grain mills, etc. 

 Vintage photos (and film) not already included in the Templeton Centennial history book. 

 Prohibition era clothing and accessories. (baseball or sporting items) 

 Railroad memorabilia and photos. (Also 100’ of steel rail & two dozen spikes.) 

 Historical bootlegging locations around Carroll County. 

 Artifacts and photos relating to local businesses from 1882 - 1940.  

 

You can also drop off (or we can arrange a pick up) items by appointment.  Please contact Johnathn Clayton at 
515.491.2001 or clayton@barrelagedproductions.com. 
 
We appreciate your help in making the Visitor’s Center and expansion a unique experience for all! 

 
 
 

Thank you, 
The Templeton Rye Team 

 
 
 
 

 

Templeton Rye  
Holiday Open House 

Madame Mary's - White              
           Elephant building 

   123 S. Main St. 
      Friday, January 12th               

       3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

mailto:clayton@barrelagedproductions.com


 

Barrel Smoke BBQ is a state approved licensed business owned and operated by Eric and Crista White.  Eric and Crista 
reside in Templeton at 228 S 4th Avenue.  The meats typically chosen by Barrel Smoke BBQ include, but are not limited 
to slow-cooked brisket, hickory smoked ribs, pulled pork and chicken, Iowa chops, chicken hindquarters, sausage, plus 
homemade mac & cheese, hickory smoked baked beans, and steakhouse potato salad.  The meats are smoked with 
some of the wood from Templeton Rye barrels.  It’s rubs help form the subtle bark on the first bite and the memorable 
savory flavor following the last bite.  Barrel Smoke BBQ also offers a carefully crafted homemade barbecue sauce, with 
blends of molasses, ketchup and other secret spices.  Eric stated “He wants to make the best BBQ that is uniquely    
flavored and reasonable priced for their customers.”  In 2016, Eric & Crista purchased a food truck to start selling their 
uniquely flavored barbecue and received amazing feedback.  Barrel Smoke BBQ also offers catering.    
  
Contact information for Eric and Crista:  Barrelsmokebbq on Facebook or call at 712-304-2339 to place an order big or 
small, they’ll be happy to help you. 

 

                                            After the Snow Falls 
 

Winter is fast approaching and with it will come plenty of snow.  Public Works  
Dale Prebeck is requesting resident’s to please keep your vehicles off the streets 
during a snow occurrence.  Be mindful of anticipated snowfall before leaving for 
work in the morning or before retiring at night and make arrangements to park 
your vehicles off the streets. Dale understands that this is not always possible, 
but requests that you please park your vehicles on the same side of the street as 
your neighbor. This would help when measurable snow is eminent, allowing for 
snow removal in a safe and efficient manner. 
 

Dale is also requesting residents to please not blow your snow into the street.  Instead, shovel or blow it into your 
yard.  When snow is piled onto the street it can freeze and become a danger to all residents.  Thanks everyone! 

Automatic Payment Plan 
Sign up for automatic bill payment plan—have your City utility payments automatically deducted from your bank     
account on a monthly basis.  Call or stop by City Hall to sign up if interested. 



 
Congratulations to Newly Elected  

Fire Chief Duane Irlbeck 
 and  

Assistant Fire Chief Cole Kerkhoff 
 

The Templeton Community Fire Department is proud to announce the promotion of Duane Irlbeck to Fire Chief and 
Cole Kerkhoff to Assistant Fire Chief.   
 
Fire Chief Duane Irlbeck has over 24 years in fire service, elected to the Board of Directors in 2000 and served as      
Vice President in 2002 and has been President since 2006.  Duane has received certifications in: Firefighter I,            
Firefighter II, 24 Hour Attack Class, and HazMat Operations. 
 
Assistant Fire Chief Cole Kerkhoff has over 7 years experience in fire service.  Cole has received certifications in:        
Firefighter I and HazMat Operations. 
 
Thank you to outgoing Fire Chief Jim Bruggeman and Assistant Fire Chief Mike Walsh.  Jim and Mike are still members 
of the Templeton Community Fire Department with Mike serving as captain. 

 

Burn Site 
 

The City operates a burn site for residents to dispose of grass clippings, shrubbery, garden waste, leaves, trees, and 
branches.  The City Council recently allocated funds for cleanup and improvements to the burn site.  Cleanup has   
started on the southern end removing volunteer trees and will also include removal of concrete piles and items        
illegally dumped.  If you know of a site accepting concrete, please contact Dale Prebeck at 712-669-3411. 
 
Improvements discussed by City Council include extending the storm sewer approximately 150’ on the southwest end, 
eliminating the ditch.  Pour concrete pad for the compost pile with side walls for containment.   
 
Reminder—The burn site is for yard waste only—no garbage or rubbish is to be dumped at the burn site.  This includes 
garbage bags, glass, metal, and appliances.   

 

Clear Snow from Fire Hydrants 
 

The Templeton Community Fire Depart-
ment is requesting your assistance again 
this winter in removing the snow from 
around the fire hydrant that is located on 
your property or in your neighborhood. 
This will save firefighters time and       
frustration if there is a fire in your            
neighborhood.  But more important, the 
time saved might just save your home    
or your life. Every minute counts to     
successfully fight a 
fire. Thank you in 
advance for your 
help.   

 

Templeton Community Betterment Association 
  Board of Directors 

 

Michael Herbers 
Brooke Kerkhoff 

Jason Klocke 
Lindsey Irlbeck 

Lauren Kerkhoff 
Ben Klocke 

Brian Wolterman 
 

Outgoing Board of Directors:  Amy Hanken, Eric Kerkhoff, and Jason Klein.  
Thank you for your service to the community! 

Deposit Box 
 

The City’s utility deposit box is located in the entryway of  City 
Hall for your convenience in making your utility payments to 
the city of Templeton and Manning Municipal Gas.   



 

City Hall Renovations 
 

Renovations to City Hall’s interior and exterior are complete.   
Be sure to stop in and check out the newly remodeled City Hall.   
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