
CITY NEWS 

 

 Templeton Center  
 

As 2014 comes to end, 2015 brings on a bright, new beginning for the Templeton 
Center. It is steadily progressing as the interest has been overwhelming.  
 

The exterior is well on its way as the patio, sidewalks, parking, and street lights have 
been completed and will follow with more updates this Spring.  Recently a beautiful 
table and 14 pneumatic chairs were added to the Eden Room to accommodate 
anyone’s meeting needs. 
 

There are currently 24 weddings booked for the 2015 year; not to mention the 
graduation and anniversary parties plus the local community events - and we’re still 
scheduling. 
 

The Center will be hosting the band, 4Play on Saturday, January 17, 2015 at 8:00 p.m.  
This band is from the Auburn, Breda, Carroll and Rockwell City areas. They play a 
variety of music from rock, country, and pop.  This event is open to the public with no 
cover charge. 
 

The Rotary Club of Manning will host a Mardi Gras 2015 on Saturday, February 14, 
2015 at the Center. The entertainment extravaganza features four bands, a genuine 
Southern meal and complimentary masks and beads. Hurricane drinks will be served in 
a complimentary glass and costumes are encouraged! Doors open at 5:00 p.m. with a 
meal at 6:00 p.m., catered by Jan Hilsabeck. The meal includes Jambalaya, a boil,      
red beans & rice and much, much more and will be available until 7:00 p.m. The first 
performance by the IKM-Manning Jazz Band begins at 5:30 p.m. followed by All Strings 
Attached Jazz Band and the Whalen Big Band. Templeton’s local band Aged Spirits will 
round out the festivities beginning around 10:30 p.m.  Advance tickets are encouraged 
and will be available at Templeton Savings Bank, Manning Pharmacy, and Manning 
Municipal Gas Department.  Tickets are $40 per person. 
 

Kuemper Catholic High School has also chosen the Templeton Center for the KHS Ball 
Kickoff with the Pianopalooza Dueling Pianos on Saturday, February 21, 2015 at      
7:00 p.m.  Please contact Tasha Badding or Beth Evans for additional information. 
 

The annual Sacred Heart Fish Fry is scheduled for Friday, February 27, 2015, as well as 
the annual Memorial Day coffee and rolls on Monday, May 25, 2015 after services at 
the church and cemetery. 
 

Reservations can also be found on our online Templeton Center calendar at 
www.templetoniowa.com and Facebook page. 
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 Templeton Sign 
Several months ago, considerable damage was done to the concrete Templeton sign located on the east side of      
Templeton.  A vehicle left the road as it was entering the City from the south and hit the sign. The damage was          
significant and the sign will need to be replaced.  Estimates have been received for the replacement of the sign as well 
as the lighting around the sign.  Replacement is scheduled for the spring of 2015. 



Gary & Charlene Rupiper recently completed construction of a 60’ x 84’          
commercial building on Lot 7 in the TADC 2nd Addition.  They chose this site 
because it has excellent access and has numerous businesses located in this 
area.  Gary wanted to build a building to complement the adjoining         
businesses in the area.   
 

The Rupipers plan to buy, sell, and restore IHC tractors from the 1950s to 
1970s.  These tractors are in Gary’s blood as his grandfather and uncles 
were IH dealers.  Gary is also considering other brands and sell short line equipment.   
 

Gary—How do you define success?  Living in a great community filled with people who really care.  We are proud to 
be part of this group of people.  I am looking forward to serving you in this new endeavor.   

                                Kim Irlbeck 
                                Templeton Center Event Manager 
 

Tell us a little about yourself Kim.  I am a graduate of Kuemper Catholic High School and I am 
currently employed full time as a logistics broker for Shipping Source in Auburn, Iowa.              
In September of 2014, I accepted the part-time position as the Templeton Center Event     
Manager. My husband Jeff is originally from Templeton, and we each have two children. Jeff’s 
parents are Jerry and Sandy Irlbeck.  I have over five years experience in event planning and 
am happy to be a part of the Templeton Center, as well as the Templeton community! 
 
Why are you excited about the manager’s position?  I have always found great satisfaction 
planning and coordinating events. I enjoy working with others in order to make sure their  
special event is everything they expect and more. Whether you’re helping someone plan for 
their special day, a family gathering or a meeting, you always want it to be memorable for 
them. 
 

What attracted you to this position?  As I said, I have always loved helping others coordinate their special events and 
have a lot to offer the Templeton Center.  With my prior event planning experience, organizational skills, and outgoing 
personality - I knew it would be a great fit!  Templeton is progressive and has a great future. The citizens of Templeton 
have something to be proud of.  Not only the commitment they have shown with the Center but their strength and 
admiration working together to make this community what it is.  My husband grew up in Templeton and we were mar-
ried at the Sacred Heart Church.  I’ve always known Templeton as a wonderful community and knew I would especially 
enjoy being a part of that.  
 
How do you define success for this position?  To me, success as the event manager would reflect the happiness and 
satisfaction of the customers who hold their events with us. There is nothing more gratifying than knowing you were a 
part of making someone’s special event a memorable success.  

 

     Christmas Holiday Lighting Contest Winners 
 

This holiday season made a drive through the Templeton Community 
more pleasant as the efforts of many to decorate their homes in bright 
lights shine through.  But some homes shined a little brighter than others 
as the Templeton Community Betterment Association named the winners 
of this years’ Holiday Lighting Contest. 
 

  1st Place:   Keith & Michelle Sporrer 
  2nd Place:  Dave & Silver Sporrer 
  3rd Place:   Mark & Melanie Bauer family 

1st Place Winner 
Keith & Michelle Sporrer 



James Hanken 
Templeton Center Bar Manager 

 
Tell us a little about yourself James.  My name is James Hanken and I'm a new        
resident of Templeton. I was born and raised in Marshalltown, IA and a graduate of 
Marshalltown High. After high school I attended and received my Associate Arts      
degree from Marshalltown Community College before transferring to the University of 
Northern Iowa.  At UNI I explored several different majors including Biology and Youth 
& Human Services, before settling on Secondary History Education.  Around this time   
I met and fell in love with another teacher in-training (Amy Schoeppner) who         
eventually became my wife.  After graduation, Amy and I purchased our first home in 
Cedar Falls, where we lived and worked for about two years.  Throughout college and 
after graduation, I managed and tended bar at several different establishments in the 
Cedar Valley.  It was during this period that the concept of Madame Mary Bloody 
Mary Mix, our current business was born. It took almost two years of trial and error 
and research before anything truly took shape.  Around the time we were to begin production, Amy and I made a 
huge decision.  We decided that we wanted to move back to Amy's home town of Templeton.  We made this move 
mainly to be closer to family but also to eventually start our own family.  On top of that, we felt that Templeton was 
the perfect place to start our business and that small town life was right for us.  Since making the move almost two 
years ago, we have been blessed with a baby girl (Everlee) and have slowly and steadily grown our business.  We have 
also been blessed with many new friends and experiences that would have never been possible if we had stayed in 
Cedar Falls.  I currently manage all of Madame Mary's business operations and am very excited and optimistic for our       
company's potential in 2015. I also recently took on the Bar Manager position at the beautiful new Templeton Center, 
where it has been an honor to work closely with our General Manager, Kim Irlbeck and many other dedicated       
members of the Templeton Community.               
 
Why are you excited about the bar manager’s position?  I have worked in the bar industry on and off since I was       
18 years old.  I have always enjoyed these experiences because everyone is almost always in a good mood when they 
are at the bar.  I love the conversations that take place and good times that are had.  There are several reasons why 
I'm excited about working as the Templeton Center's bar manager.  First off, I love the fact that I am able to get in on 
this opportunity at the ground floor. To have input on the bar's setup, policies and employees is a huge plus for me.      
I can put my own touch on how the bar operates and that gives me a sense of pride.  Second, the facility is topnotch.    
I have never worked in a setting as beautiful and functional as the Templeton Center.  It is obvious that countless 
hours of hard work and thought have been poured into this project and the results definitely reflect that. Finally,      
I'm excited to be able to provide a service to the Templeton Community; it makes me feel more involved in the       
community that I have only recently joined.   
 
What do you like most about this position?  The flexibility of my hours and how it allows me to stay focused on    
growing Madame Mary, while still working a job that I enjoy.  
   
What do you think of the Templeton Community?  As a whole, I have been extremely impressed by the Templeton 
Community.  As mentioned before, I have only been a resident for just over two years but I've been visiting the      
community since Amy and I started dating around 7 years ago.  From the beginning, I've been warmly welcomed by 
many residents and I'm happy to call many of them friends today.  In addition, the Templeton Community has been an 
ideal place to start and advance our family business.  We have received unbelievably genuine support on all fronts; 
from our relationship with Templeton Saving Bank to individuals purchasing our products and spreading the word to 
friends and family across the country. The small business environment in this community couldn't be more thriving.      
I love the fact that I personally know the people I do business with and if I need help, all I need to do is ask.  Last but 
not least, Templeton is a quiet, safe and friendly place where I feel at ease and comfortable.  I look forward to raising 
my family here.  
 



 

Change in Command in the Templeton Community Fire Department 
 

 
 
After 24 years of dedicated and loyal service 
as Templeton Community Fire Department’s 
Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief,                
Dale Prebeck and Dave Schwaller have turned 
over their leadership roles to Jim Bruggeman 
and Mark Bauer effective January 1, 2015.    
Dale and Dave will continue to remain active         
fire fighters on the Templeton Community Fire 
Department. 
 
 
 

 
Dale—What changes have you seen take place over the years serving as Fire Chief?  
 1.  Technology—going from fire phones to an E-911 paging system including cell phone text messaging.   
 2.  Creation of the first responder medical service program, purchasing an emergency response van and      
                    equipping it to respond to emergency situations; to now having entered into an agreement with the  
                    Carroll County Ambulance Service to house their emergency response vehicle in Templeton’s station.   
 3.  Going from submitting fire reports from paper to computer submission. 
 
Dale—What did you learn from your predecessors that helped you lead as Fire Chief?   
 1.  Keep calm when alerted of a fire or emergency situation.   
 2.  Resolve conflicts as soon as possible. 
 3.  Their experience — they were always willing to provide help, advise, and guidance when called upon. 
 
Dale—What was the biggest challenge you faced as Fire Chief?  Two come to mind.  The first was Josie’s Restaurant 
fire in 1994 on Main Street and having to coordinate 4 different fire departments to battle the fire.  The second was in 
1999 when there was a valve failure on a 200,000 gallon anhydrous tank and we had to evacuate the residents of  
Templeton.     
 
Dale—What was your biggest accomplishment as Fire Chief?  Updating the department’s truck fleet and having the 
Templeton Community and Eden Township’s financial support to upgrade the fire trucks to comply with the National 
Fire Prevention Association (NFPA) standards. 
 
 
 

Duane Irlbeck, Board President of the Templeton Community Fire 
Department presents an appreciation plaque to Dale Prebeck and 
Dave Schwaller on December 8, 2014 in special recognition of their 
24 years of dedicated service as Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dale Prebeck Dave Schwaller 



 

Dave—How long have you served on the Templeton Community Fire Department 
and as Assistant Fire Chief?  I have 37 years on the department with 24 of those 
years as Assistant Fire Chief. 
 

Dave—What have you learned from serving in a leadership role?  Responsibility 
for the safety and trust of the firefighters and the public.  I’ve also learned it’s    
crucial to say calm, know your limitations, and make decisions based on your   
training and experiences. Staying calm in an emergency situation is something I 
learned from past Fire Chief Tom Horbach and Assistant Fire Chief Jim Schoeppner. 
 
Dave—What was your most memorable moment serving as Assistant Fire Chief?  
There are a couple of things that stand out; one is I’ve enjoyed working with a 
great bunch of guys on the department over the years.  Second, was the fire at             
Josie’s Restaurant in 1994 on Main Street; it really made me think about the        
decisions I made on how to fight the fire with the firemen’s safety coming first.  That is one fire I will never forget. 
 

Dave—What were the highlights of being Assistant Fire Chief?  I think the best things that have happened over the 
years is the new firefighting equipment and trucks we acquired over the years.  It’s important to have quality fire gear 
and equipment for the safety of our firefighters when responding to emergency calls.  It has also been easy to work 
with Fire Chief Dale Prebeck and the line officers.  Serving on the Templeton Community Fire Department has been a 
very rewarding experience for me. 

 

 Introducing Fire Chief  
Jim Bruggeman 

 

What makes you qualified to lead the Templeton Community Fire Department?  
Growing up, fire service was a big part of my life; my dad, Norbert Bruggeman was 
Fire Chief for 20 years.  From 1971 to 1978, while serving active duty in the military, I 
served as Fire Marshall on the missile bases I was stationed at.  I joined the          
Templeton Community Fire Department in August of 1978.  Since joining the         
department, I have served as  Firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain, Board Member,      
Vice President of the Board, and President of the Board.  I’ve attended numerous fire 
schools and have completed National Certification as Firefighter I, Firefighter II,      
Haz-Mat Operations, Instructor 1 and Officer 2.  I was involved in getting the         
Templeton EMS started and had 34 years in EMS. 

 

What do you believe is the biggest challenge facing the Templeton Community Fire Department and how will you 
address that challenge?  Our biggest challenge is getting new young members on the department and getting them 
trained.  I plan on forming a small committee to see what we can do and how we can accomplish this. 
 

Describe the key job of the fire department.  The main job of this department is fire prevention, fire suppression,   
rescue, HazMat, and many other missions that fall under the rules and laws of the department. 
 

Give examples of your loyalty to the fire department.   
          1.  Currently I have 37 years on the department.   
          2.  When I was a young officer, I would stay in town making sure the department was adequately staffed in the   
                event of an emergency.  

   3.  Routinely I check the trucks. 
   4.  Continue to take classes to keep up-to-date on changes in fire service. 

          5.  I continually research for grants that will benefit the department in updating our trucks and/or equipment  
               which allows our firefighters to do their jobs in a safe and effective manner.  Working with other firemen, the  
               department has benefitted from 6 grants to purchase turnout gear, hoses, nozzles, foam, and a thermal             
               imaging camera. 

Dave Schwaller 

Jim Bruggeman 



 

  Introducing Assistant Fire Chief  
Mark Bauer 

 
What is the main role and responsibilities serving as Assistant Fire Chief?         
       1.   Move to acting Fire Chief during his or her absence.   
       2.   Develop upcoming training for firefighters in conjunction with the other     
              line officers .   
 

What do you bring to this position?  
        1.   26 years experience 
        2.   Certified as Fire Fighter I 
        3.   Served as Lieutenant and Captain before being elected Assistant Fire          
              Chief 

 

In your opinion, what is the one glaring deficiency in the fire department and is there anything you feel you can do in 
this new position to correct or alleviate this deficiency?  We have several firemen who will be retiring in the next 5 to 
10 years and we need to recruit younger men and women to take their place and who are willing to dedicate their time 
to be trained and serve the community.  I would like to approach this problem with trying to build a bridge between 
young and old, encouraging young capable adults to realize that the training, can be fun, and that it doesn’t take as 
much time as everyone thinks. 
 

What are three issues facing the fire service today? 
 1.  Cost of equipment 
 2.  Recruiting young men and women to serve on the department. 
 3.  The ever changing job title of firemen.  Years ago “you put the wet stuff on the hot stuff.”  That’s all you needed 

to know.  Today, firemen are required to be trained in HazMat, confined spaces, high angle rescue, and grain 
bin rescue, etc. 

Santa Claus visits T-Town 

     Children’s Christmas  

           Open House  

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Sponsored by: 

             Templeton Community Betterment  Association 

        Templeton Knights of Columbus 

       Sacred Heart Ladies Guild 

Mark Bauer 



 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Welcome Hours and  

Location 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hours: 
Monday—closed 
Tuesday—9:00 to 4:00 
Wednesday—9:00 to 9:00 
Thursday—9:00 to 6:00 
Friday—9:00 to 5:00 
Saturday—as needed 
 

Call for appointment: 
712-669-3620 
 

Address: 
326 E. 1st Avenue 
Templeton, IA 

The city of Templeton would like to welcome Jill Spies, owner of the    
Creative Edge Salon to Templeton.  Jill is a resident of Templeton and is 
the daughter of Tom and Dee Schmitz.  Jill is married to Kendall Spies and 
they have two boys, Dylan and Carter.   Jill graduated from Xenon Interna-
tional School of Hair Design in Omaha, NE, right after high school.            
Jill worked in a salon in Council Bluffs, Carroll, and for the last 10 1/2 
years she has worked in Manning.   Jill specializes in haircuts for women, 
men, and children of all ages, color, perms, and facial waxing.    
 
Jill—why did you decide to relocate your business from Manning to  
Templeton?  When the opportunity came open for me to be closer to 
home and my kids I couldn't pass it up.  Some days I would drive back and 
forth numerous times a day.  Templeton is my home, it's where I grew up, 
and where I choose to raise my family.  Having a business in a wonderful 
caring community where I call home is just awesome and I truly            
appreciate everyone who has supported me.  
 
Jill—what updates have you made to the interior of the building?        
We have given it a face lift.  Some new ceiling tile, flooring, paint,          
remodeled the bathroom and tanning room.  My Dad, Mom and husband 
have been there for me since day one when I got the key and have all 
pitched in countless hours. I can't thank them enough, they are amazing!  
 
Jill—what do you like best about your job?  My clients. I truly care about 
each one of them. Everyone has a life story they are always willing to 
share. I have laughed with them, I have cried with them and I enjoy      
making them happy and feel good about themselves. I could almost      
describe myself as a "Hairapist".  
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